TWO   COLONIAL   GOVERNORS

all about, the Minister in possession of the House con-
cluded his arguments and resumed his seat. Then
Hennessy sprang to his feet, after the manner of one
who is bursting with convictions, and with information
to sustain his convictions, and he proceeded to address
the House. He caught at a few of the concluding
words of the previous speaker, those words which
declared that the Government courted the fullest inves-
tigation into every detail of its foreign policy, and he
asked how those words were consistent with the whole
tenor of the Right Honourable Gentleman's speech, or
with the contents of the Blue Book which he, Hennessy,
at that moment held in his hand. Had the Right Hon-
ourable Gentleman called the attention of the House to
the remarkable passage to be found in one of the earliest
of the despatches which that Blue Book contained?
He appealed to the Right Honourable Gentleman to
favour him with a little of his attention. The Right
Honourable Gentleman meanwhile had been chatting
with a colleague on the Treasury Bench, and was not
listening to a word of the Honourable Member's speech.
Now, however, another colleague touched him on the
arm and intimated to him that the Honourable Member
was making an appeal to his notice, and accordingly he
assumed an air of preternatural watchfulness, and put
his hand to his ear, as if anxious not to lose a word
of the Honourable Member's speech. 4 May I direct the
Right Honourable Gentleman's attention,' Hennessy
asked, * to a passage in the Blue Book which I am about
to read to him, and may I demand of him how he recon-
ciles the statements made in that passage with the dec-
laration which he has just now delivered to the House?'
The Right Honourable Gentleman probably did not see
what the one thing had to do with the other; but be-
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